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Features of Evaluation of Various Components
of Ethnocultural Types of Facial Appearance as
a Manifestation of the Discriminating Relation

The article deals with the phenomenon of evaluation of ethnocultural types of
facial appearance from a position of the psychology of social knowledge. The article
brings forward the results of the comparative analysis of esthetic evaluation of at-
tractiveness and the degree of equivalence of various components (face, constitution,
appearance) of ethnocultural types of facial appearance to gender; these are “Slavic
type of appearance’; “Caucasian type of appearance’; and “Asian type of appearance’.
On the basis of 30 kinds of evaluation of facial appearance types the authors have
made the following conclusions: they evaluate facial appearance on the basis of own
belonging to a certain ethnocultural type; more often young people discriminate
against the persons with “Asian type of appearance”; the gender of the evaluation
object influences the expressiveness of discrimination.
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The social psychology of facial appearance developed by both foreign
and domestic psychologists [6, 8, 10, 12, 15] has adapted various theoretical
approaches to understanding functions of facial appearance in the person’s
space of being. One of them is the approach created within the psychology of
social knowledge which applies to the processes of categorization, identifica-
tion, evaluation and emphasizes understanding of the problems of cognition
of the social phenomena reflecting the direct life experience of each person
and various social groups [2]. What are the factors influencing the processes
of categorization, evaluation of social phenomena and objects of an “ordinary”
person? This question remains urgent at the present time.

The list of sociocultural objects and phenomena includes facial appearance,
categorization, interpretation which evaluation is carried out throughout the
whole life of a person; from a position of the psychology of social knowledge
its evaluation is under the influence of a sociocultural situation and the system
of values corresponding to it. Many researchers assert that negative images,
stereotypes, prejudices, which grow out of comparison, evaluation of social ob-
jects, are included into the structure of the discrimination relation to Another
as cognitive components. Studying these phenomena can define the degree of
expressiveness of the discrimination relation. Considering the above, it is pos-
sible to say that features of evaluation of facial appearance are indicators of the
expressiveness of the discrimination relation to Another.

For the last decades they started to study the problem of the evaluation of
facial appearance as manifestations of the relation to Another not only in the
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context of interpersonal communication [7, 10], but also in the context of inter-
group interaction. The person’s facial appearance consisting of various compo-
nents tends to become a subject of empirical researches in the field of ethnic and
cross-cultural psychology. They know that the construction of facial appearance
according to the requirements of an ethnic group is one of the most widespread
ordinary practices of own ethnic identity demonstration [1, 11]. The alienation
from an ethnic group is accompanied, first of all, by the change of facial appear-
ance and it is not less important. Conclusions of the works [4] where they consider
ethnic motives of change of facial appearance indicate this; these motives are ac-
tualized by the goals of adaptation to the new foreign cultural environment, and
also by lookism manifestations (appearance discrimination) [12, 14, 16] which
intensify in a situation of perception of the facial appearance atypical in the eth-
nocultural plan.

In modern works they pay attention not only to a racial type of facial appear-
ance and features of its perception, but also to types of facial appearance of the
people, differing by the degree of expressiveness of certain traits. The conclusion
that features of facial appearance make it possible to distinguish friend from foe is
constantly confirmed in researches and is supplemented with the thoughts that
the image of facial appearance”... is a structural component of consciousness of
the member of each national and historical community” [8, p. 238].

During the study of various mechanisms of intergroup perception they have
revealed a number of phenomena: “physiognomic reductionism” [1], “cross-ra-
cial effect” [8], “facial appearance discrimination in various spheres of life activ-
ity” [12, 14, 16]. Researchers, considering achievements of modern psychology,
apply to the study of the features of perception of racial types of facial appear-
ance [3], study of anthropoaesthetic preferences in various ethnoterritorial
groups [8], to consideration of microdynamics of the assessment of individual
and psychological features of representatives of various racial groups [5], and
also the study of empathy in situations of interaction with the representative
of another culture [9]. Besides until recently, social psychologists pay little at-
tention the problem of the evaluation of types of facial appearance which cat-
egorization is carried out on the basis of ordinary labels, for example, “persons
of Caucasian nationality”, “people of Slavic appearance” These designations of
facial appearance types penetrate into various spheres of life activity, result-
ing, according to B.N. Yarskaya [13], in escalation of a “racist discourse”, actual-
ization of negative attitudes towards representatives of ethnocultural groups,
formation of the “hostility language” The researches carried out in the Moscow
subway, which are cited by V. Manukyan (2008)", have showed that among the
people with “non-Slavic type of facial appearance” the risk to be stopped by the
police officer is 22 times higher than among the persons with Slavic type of fa-
cial appearance. Such facts state a problem of studying of estimations of types
of facial appearance as lookism manifestation, i.e. the discrimination of Another
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generated by the features of facial appearance fixed in the phrases entering into
the “racist discourse”. This problem acquires special urgency in those regions of
Russia where various ethnocultural groups differing by a facial appearance type
live. The Southern federal district, where, speaking ordinary language, “persons
of Slavic type of appearance’, “persons of Caucasian type of appearance”, and
“persons of Asian type of appearance” traditionally live, is one of such regions.
In scientific literature these types of facial appearance are named as“Slavic type
of facial appearance”, “Caucasian type of facial appearance”, “Asian type of facial
appearance”.

Thus, the research purpose is a definition of features of evaluation of various
components of ethnocultural types of facial appearance as a manifestation of the
discriminating relation. Considering the gender discourse influence on the pro-
cesses of categorization, comparisons, and evaluation, the research hypothesis
was formulated as follows: the estimations of facial appearance may be caused by
its belonging to a certain ethnocultural type and may differ in result of the influ-
ence of a gender of the object of evaluation.

The research procedure and techniques

At the first investigation phase by means of the technique “Identification of
visual representations of ethnocultural types of facial appearance” developed
on the basis of the technique of K.Il. Ananyev [3] we have showed photos of
a woman'’s and man’s face of a northern Russian, southern Asian, and Cauca-
sian type. The research participants had to correlate the photos of various types
of facial appearance to such verbal designations as “Slavic facial appearance’,
“Caucasian facial appearance” and “Asian facial appearance”. At this investiga-
tion phase we have obtained the data which testify to the effect that the par-
ticipants of research (more than 90 %) clearly correlate verbal designations of
facial appearance types to their visual representations; otherwise, they have
made the images of “Slavic, Caucasian and Asian types of facial appearance”.
Therefore, at the following investigation phases it was possible to refuse visual
representations of facial appearance types and to use their designations which
actualize the created images and emotional and evaluative judgments entering
into them. At the second investigation phase we have used the questionnaire
created on the basis of the technique “Estimated and intensional interpretation
of facial appearance and its correspondence to gender and age constructs” de-
veloped by V.A. Labunskaya [6, 7]. The difference between the questionnaire and
the basic technique is that in the questionnaire facial appearance types: “Slavic
facial appearance’, “Caucasian facial appearance”, “Asian facial appearance” are
the objects of evaluation. We have offered the participants of research to es-
timate the degree of correspondence of judgments to a certain type of facial
appearance according to the 10 scoring system. In this research the judgments
are grouped according to the main functions of facial appearance considered
in a number of works [6, 10, 12, 15]. First of all, these are esthetic functions of

39



WWW.PRO.RSU.RU ,

facial appearance: beautiful - ugly, and also emotional and esthetic functions:
expressive — inexpressive; attractive — not attractive; charming — charming. This
type of judgments was called “An esthetic evaluation of facial appearance”. The
function of regulation of relations and relationship, including relations between
men and women, is also an important function of facial appearance. This func-
tion of facial appearance is traditionally called “An appeal of facial appearance
to the opposite sex”. Together with it they attribute the function of construction
of the gender and the “masculinity — femininity” representation is attributed to
facial appearance [12, 15]. In the research this function is called “The degree
of correspondence of facial appearance to the gender”. The participants of re-
search have had to evaluate facial appearance types on the basis of the judg-
ments reflecting basic functions of three components of facial appearance: face,
constitution, appearance. Besides, the research participants have evaluated fa-
cial appearance types proceeding from their gender belonging. Thus, in result
of the study of estimations of facial appearance and its components (“Slavic
facial appearance (a woman, a man)”, “Caucasian facial appearance (a woman,
a man)”, “Asian facial appearance (a woman, a man)) we have received 30 types
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of estimations: “esthetic estimations of face, constitution, appearance”; “estima-
tions of attractiveness of facial appearance for the opposite sex”; “estimations
of correspondence of facial appearance to the gender (masculinity - femininity
of facial appearance).

For the purpose of definition of distinctions between estimations of “Slavic fa-
cial appearance” (men - women), “Caucasian facial appearance” (men — women),
and “Asian facial appearance” (men — women) we have used Wilcoxon’s nonpara-
metric Z-criterion (SPSS 16.00 program).

Students — 37 women and 15 men at the age from to 25 years - took part in
the research; the majority of these students identify themselves with the ethnic
group “Russians”.

Results and conclusions

The comparative analysis of 30 types of estimations of the types of facial ap-
pearance belonging to certain ethnocultural groups has showed that there are
significant distinctions (at p &I1t;0,001) in estimations of types of facial appearance
of women and men belonging to certain ethnocultural groups.

1. “Esthetic estimations of face” of women representatives of “Slavic type of
facial appearance” are significantly higher than “Esthetic estimations of face”
of women representatives of “Asian and Caucasian types of facial appearance”
(Z=-5,758; Z = -4,251). “Esthetic estimates of face” of women representatives of
“Caucasian type of facial appearance” are significantly higher than “Esthetic es-
timations of face” of women representatives of “Asian type of facial appearance”
(Z =-3,826). The same regularity is in esthetic estimations of the constitution of
women representatives of “Slavic, Caucasian and Asian types of facial appear-
ance”(Z=-3,838;Z=-5,156; Z =-1,930 at p = 0,054).
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2. Significant distinctions are also found in estimations of appearance (clothes,
hairstyle, make-up, and other accessories). “Esthetic estimations of appearance”
of women representatives of “Slavic type of facial appearance” are significantly
above than “Esthetic estimations of appearance” of women representatives of
“Asian and Caucasian types of facial appearance” (Z = -4,628; Z = -5,045). Unlike
the data given above we did not find distinctions between “Esthetic estimations
of appearance” of women representatives of “Asian and Caucasian types of facial
appearance”.

3."Esthetic estimations of face” of men representatives of “Slavic type of facial
appearance” are significantly higher, than “Esthetic estimations of face” of men
representatives of “Asian and Caucasian types of facial appearance” (Z = 3,748;
Z=5,713)."Esthetic estimations of face” of men representatives of “Caucasian type
of facial appearance” are significantly higher than “Esthetic estimations of face” of
men representatives of “Asian type of facial appearance” (Z = -2,593). The same
regularity is in esthetic estimations of the constitution of men representatives of
“Slavic, Caucasian and Asian types of facial appearance”. The constitution of the
men belonging to “Slavic type of facial appearance” is estimated significantly
higher than the constitution of the men belonging to “Asian and Caucasian types
of facial appearance” (Z=-3,431; Z=-5,356)."“Esthetic estimations of appearance”
of men representatives of “Slavic type of facial appearance”are significantly above
than “Esthetic estimations of appearance” of men representatives of “Asian and
Caucasian types of facial appearance” (Z = 3,748; Z=5,713).

4. We have found significant distinctions between “Estimations of attractive-
ness of types of facial appearance for the opposite sex”. Estimations of attractive-
ness of female and male Slavic type of facial appearance for the opposite sex”are
significantly higher, than “Estimations of attractiveness of female and male Cau-
casian and Asian types of facial appearance for the opposite sex” (at p < 0,001).
The lowest “Estimations of attractiveness of facial appearance for the opposite
sex” are obtained by the female and male type of Asian facial appearance.

5. “Degree of correspondence of facial appearance to the gender (masculin-
ity — femininity)” was also estimated depending on a facial appearance type.“The
female Slavic type of facial appearance” is estimated as more feminine than “the
female Caucasian and Asian types of facial appearance” (Z = -4,720; Z = —6,126).
“The male Slavic type of facial appearance” gets more estimations of correspon-
dence to the gender (masculinity), than “the male Caucasian and Asian types
of facial appearance’, but “the male Caucasian type of facial appearance” is es-
timated as more courageous, than “the male Asian type of facial appearance”
(at p < 0,001).

Conclusion
Thus, in result of the carried out research we have revealed that the discrimi-

nation relation to groups with a certain type of facial appearance is expressed
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in various levels of estimations of components of facial appearance and in such
its integrated characteristics as attractiveness of facial appearance to another
person, masculinity-femininity presentation. The revealed manifestations of dis-
crimination belong to the sphere of prejudices. These prejudices are that Russian
students (the majority of the research participants) consider that both men and
women having “Slavic type of facial appearance” are more beautiful, attractive,
charming, attractive to another person, more masculine or feminine, than the
persons of “Caucasian or Asian type of facial appearance” The discrimination rela-
tion presented in different types of estimations was shown to people with “Asian
type of facial appearance”in a greater degree.

References

1. Ageyev V.S. Mezhgruppovoe vzaimodeistvie: sotsial’no-psikhologicheskie problemy
[Intergroup interaction: social and psychological problems]. Moscow, 1990.

2. Andreyeva G.M. V poiskakh novoi paradigmy: traditsii i starty XXI v. Sotsial'naia psik-
hologiia v sovremennom mire [In search of a new paradigm: traditions and starts of the
XXI century. Social psychology in the modern world]. Moscow, 2002, pp. 9-26.

3. BarabanschikovV.A., Ananyeva K.l. Vospriiatie Fotoizobrazhenii lits liudei raznoi rasovoi
prinadlezhnosti [Perception of photos of faces of persons of different racial accessory].
Vestnik RUDN. Seriia «Psikhologiia i pedagogika» — Bulletin of The Peoples’ Friendship
University of Russia. “Psychology and Pedagogics” series, 2009, no. 1, pp. 7-12.

4. Gilman Sander L. Etnicheskie voprosy v esteticheskoi khirurgii. Chuzhoe litso [Ethnic
problems in esthetic surgery. A strange face]. Moscow, Ast-Astrel’ Publ., 2006,
pp. 111-138.

5. Demidov A.A,, Ananyeva K.I. Mikrodinamika otsenki individual'no-psikhologicheskikh
osobennostei predstavitelei razlichnykh rasovykh grupp [Microdynamics of the
evaluation of individual and psychological features of representatives of various
racial groups]. Eksperimental’naia psikhologiia — Experimental psychology, 2010,V. 3,
no. 4, pp. 104-118.

6. Labunskaya V.A. «Vidimyi chelovek» kak sotsial'no-psikhologicheskii fenomen [“The
visible person”as a social and psychological phenomenonl. Sotsial'naia psikhologiia
i obshchestvo - Social psychology and society, 2010, no. 1, pp. 26-39.

7. LabunskayaV.A.Samootsenka vneshnego oblika na razlichnykh etapakh zhiznennogo
puti [Self-appraisal of facial appearance at various stages of life]. Razvitie psikhologii
vsisteme kompleksnogo chelovekoznaniia - Development of Psychology in the System
of Complex Human Study, Moscow, Institute of psychology of the Russian Academy
of Sciences Publ., 2012, P. 1, pp. 331-338.

8. Litso cheloveka kak sredstvo obshcheniia. Mezhdistsiplinarnyi podkhod [The person’s
face of as means of communication. The interdisciplinary approach]. Moscow,
Kogito-center Publ., 2012.

9. Mendzheritskaya Yu.A. Tochnost’ empatii v situatsiiakh vzaimodeistviia s pred-
stavitelem drugoi kul'tury [The accuracy of empathy in situations of interaction with

42



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

ISNN 1812-1853 « RUSSIAN PSYCHOLOGICAL JOURNAL « 2013 VOL. 10# 3

the representative of another culture]. Rossiiskii psikhologicheskii zhurnal - Russian
Psychological Journal, 2008, no. 4, pp. 15-19.

Panferov V.N. Psikhologiia chelovecheskikh otnoshenii [The psychology of human
relationships]. St. Petersburg, ANNO IPP, 2009.

Stefanenko T.G. Etnopsikhologiia [Ethnopsychology]. Moscow, Aspect Press Publ.,
2003.

Suemi V., Fernkhem A. Psikhologiia krasoty i priviekatel'nosti [The psychology of
beauty and attractiveness]. St. Petersburg, St. Petersburg Publ., 2009.

Yarskaya V.N. lazyk moi — vrag moi: rasistskii diskurs v rossiiskom obshchestve [My
tongue is my enemy: a racist discourse in Russian society]. Sotsiologicheskie issle-
dovaniia - Social researches, 2012, no. 6, pp. 46-53.

Puhl R., Brownell K.D. Bias discrimination and obesity // Obesity Research. 2001,
no. 9, pp.788-805.

The Social Psychology of Facial Facial appearance by R. Bull, N. Rumsey. — New
York:Springer-Verlag.1988.

Tietje Louis, Cresap Steven Is lookism unjust? - The ethics of aesthetics and public
policy implications// Journal of Libertarian Studies. 2005,Vol. 19, no. 2, pp. 31-50.

43



